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It is commonly repeated that half of all marriages end in divorce. In fact, most marriages do not end in 
divorce, though the divorce rated is much higher now than before the introduction of no fault divorce laws 
in 1968.  
 

• The crude divorce rate (number of divorces in Canada per population in Canada in a given year) 
has decreased (per 100,000 population) from a high of 364 in 1987 to 211 in 2008. 1 

  
• In Nova Scotia, Ontario, British Columbia, the Yukon, and Nunavut the total number of new 

divorce cases has declined 6% over the four year period ending in 2008/2009.2 
  

• The percentage of marriages in a given year that will end in divorce before their 30th wedding was 
40.7 per cent in 2008.3 

 
• In 2003, the risk of divorce decreased slowly the longer a couple stayed married beyond three 

years.4 
  

• The divorce rate for first marriages is lower than the divorce rate for all marriages (including 
second, third and so on); “first marriages have a 67% chance of lasting a lifetime.”5  

 
• “20% of all divorces in Canada are a repeat divorce for at least one of the spouses.”6  

 

• Approximately 42 per cent of divorces finalized in 2008 were for marriages that lasted 9 years or 
less.7 

 
• The median age of men divorcing in 2008 was 44 years old while the median age of women 

divorcing in the same year was 41 years old.8 
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