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Otherwise, the troubles associated with problem gamblers spending dollars at casinos and 
other forms of gaming, leaving less money to be spent at home will continue to grow.  

Problem gamblers often forego the basics such as paying for food, hydro, car payments or 
mortgages to feed their addictions — with the nation’s poor the most vulnerable, Miedema 
said. 

Families with incomes of under $20,000 also spend more than twice as much on gambling 
as high-income earners (over $80,000) as a percentage of income, says the report. It 
lends “credence that government-run gambling is a tax on the poor,” Miedema said.  

“They’ve interviewed children where it was clear the mom who is a problem gambler loves 
slot machines more than her kids. You can’t imagine what impact that has on kids — to see 
mom spending money on slots when they don’t have food to eat. 

“Or you have one spouse working long hours to bring money in to support the family and 
the other spouse spending long hours and money gambling and it creates conflict. It can 
lead to family breakdown and crisis.” 

Even though casino gambling has been in Windsor for nearly two decades, the number of 
bankruptcies, divorces or suicides linked to gambling remains difficult to trace. 

Dr. Gina Bulcke, director of clinical services for family and mental health and addictions at 
Windsor Regional Hospital, said it provides services for 150 to 170 problem gamblers and 
their family members each year. 

She could not say whether the problem was growing with the proliferation of gambling 
locally and across Ontario, only that “we will continue to monitor it and respond 
accordingly.” 

She said two per cent of slot machine revenue is used for treatment of problem gamblers. 

Part of the difficulty when measuring problem gamblers is that often they can be linked to 
other issues such as mental illness, depression, anxiety or other addictions, she said. 

“We provide services to meet their needs,” Bulcke said. “That’s also why we work with the 
whole family to deal with the impact on them and attempt to rebuild their family life.” 

 
 
 

2001 – 130 rue Albert Street, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1P 5G4 
T 613.565.3832  f/t 613.565.3803  1.866.373.4632 

www.imfcanada.org 


